[Diarrhea caused by adenovirus and astrovirus in hospitalized immunodeficient patients].
Acute or chronic diarrheal illness are common complications in immunosuppressed patients such as human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)-infected, bone marrow or solid organ transplanted patients and those with leukaemias or other immune deficiency disorders. Due to the importance of recognizing the feasible etiologies of diarrhea in order to give the proper antimicrobial chemotherapy or to avoid a misdiagnosis of rejection in the case of transplanted patients, we have investigated adenovirus and astrovirus antigen in faeces from different immunosuppressed patients. Stool samples from 258 immunodeficient patients hospitalized at University Hospital Complex of Santiago of Compostela with acute or persistent diarrhea were collected between 1997-99 and assayed for astrovirus and adenovirus antigen. Viral antigen was detected by EIA. Other common enteric pathogens were also assayed. Adenovirus antigen was positive in 5 cases (2%) and astrovirus antigen in 12 cases (5%). The most commonly patients infected was those with haematologic disorders and premature infants. HIV-infected patients were positive for astrovirus antigen in 3 cases. The majority of the cases were related with intestinal bacterial diseases or other circumstances, such as Clostridium difficile infection, both associated with prolonged antimicrobial therapy. Astrovirus and adenovirus have to be considered as enteropathogens specially in immunocompromised hospitalized patients. An accurate diagnosis about diarrhea etiology is advisable in order to give a specific antimicrobial therapy, when it be necessary, or to avoid a misdiagnosis of rejection, in transplanted patients.